

OBSERVATION  
Running Record 

Observer: Date:11/6/2020 Time: 3:00 pm
Child's name, age, and grade: Michael, Age 10, Grade 5  Location: Grandmothers House 
Type of observation (Cognitive Development; Emotional/Social Development; Learning). 
Description of the Context
	I chose to observe ten-year-old Michael because he's the only child with a learning disability I know. I babysat him when he was a toddler. Michael was a very hyperactive child when he was in my care, also very clingy. I realized he became very frustrated quickly when things didn't go his way. Such as building blocks, when they would collapse, he would scream at them and move on to another toy.  It did not surprise when he was diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder at age 6. He's a smart kid who just needs some guidance and attention. For my learning observation, I choose Michael because I haven't seen him do homework before on his own. I thought it would be interesting to see how he uses numeric values and sees his understanding of mathematics. Michael was working on a math worksheet containing thirty adding, subtracting decimals problems. His grandma set him up on the dining room table while she was cooking. She said he has been working on this assignment for the last ten minutes and has only completed 1 question. I observed Michael for twenty-five minutes.


Description of Child’s Activities/Actions	Comments
	-When I arrive at Michael's grandmother's house, Michael was working on his math homework.
-  Michael kept on tapping his pencil and doodling on the side of his paper. 
- His grandmother yelled out to him that she will be coming to check on him, and he should be finished with at least five problems.
- Michael then scribbled down some random numbers quickly throughout the whole worksheet. 
-He ran over to his grandmother and told her he was all done. 
-When she checked, she noticed all of Michael's answers did not have any decimals and were all wrong.
-She then took Michael over to the dining room table and asked him why he did this.
-Michael screamed; this is all stupid; he doesn't want to do this.
- Michael's grandmother then told him this is the same worksheet they worked on together a few days ago, and he did great. 
-She sat by him and watched him redo all of the questions on his own without guidance. 
- When his grandmother rechecked his work, Michael completed 22 questions correctly out of 30. 
-His grandmother rewarded him with a lollipop for his efforts and told him they would work on tomorrow's wrong questions.
	- Michael seems very fidgety.
- He kept on looking around and sighing.
- Michael became very anxious, and his grandmother said she would check on him.
- He seemed like he wanted to just be over with the homework.
- Michael seemed excited when he took the worksheet over to his grandmother.
-He needed some guidance to do his homework when left alone, especially if he did not understand how to complete the problems correctly.
- Michael seemed more comfortable with his grandmother supervising him completing the worksheet.
-Michael jumped up and hugged his grandmother after she gave him a lollipop. 



Inferences
	Michael displays the symptoms of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. He has trouble sustaining attention while completing a task; he dislikes homework, often fidgets and squirms. According to Skinner in module 3, text 1, operant conditioning, sometimes referred to as instrumental conditioning, is a learning method that occurs through rewards and punishments for behavior. In Michael's case, his grandmother rewarded him when he completed twenty- two out of thirty math questions correctly, which made him feel accomplished. According to module 5 text 2, Erickson believed that the combination of adult expectations and children's drive toward mastery sets the psychological conflict of middle childhood: industry versus inferiority, competence at useful skills, and tasks. Michael felt more comfortable with his grandmother's supervision, but when left alone, he did not acknowledge his homework at all. Vygotsky also agrees with this that "we cannot look at what the child can do when working alone; we must see how far ahead he can go offered some assistance" Module 6 text 2. Michael was familiar with the assignment since they had worked on it a few days ago; however, Michael did not know how to apply himself to do it alone. He needed encouragement and motivation to get his work done. With some more attention and assistance from parents/ guardians and educators, Michael will grow up to be a bright kid. I honestly hope that schools do reopen virtually soon to receive the guidance he needs.  During my cognitive observation, Michaels's mother did tell me she started to see significant improvements in his education and learning styles, but being out of the school setting for eight months took a toll on his behavior and knowledge. Even though she wishes she can do more, she needs to work to provide for them both. 





